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The Ballad Of

Georges Boivin
By Martin Bellemare
Translated by Jack Paterson

With Johanna Nutter

We at Lunchbox Theatre are grateful to live and create here in Mohkinstsis,
and the Treaty 7 region of Alberta.

We acknowledge the traditional caretakers of these lands including the people
of the Blackfoot Confederacy, Tsuu t’ina, and Stoney Nakoda Nations, as well

as the people of the Métis Nation of Alberta, districts 5 and 6.

Special Thanks To
Calgary Opera, Calgary’s Young People’s Theatre, Inside Out Theatre,

Marlene Mckay, Old Trout Puppet Workshop, Theatre Calgary.

CAST

CREATIVE
Anton deGroot ................................. Sound Designer

Beth Kates ............................ Set & Lighting Designer

Ralamy Kneeshaw ........................ Costume Designer

Michael Luong ..................... Apprentice Stage Manager

Ashley Rees ......................................... Stage Manager

Bronwyn Steinberg ........................................ Director

Duval Lang ........................................ Georges Boivin



Bronwyn SteinbergA Note From Our Artistic Director

Welcome to the final production of our 49th season at Lunchbox
Theatre! The Ballad of Georges Boivin finds us at a time where
we are simultaneously looking back at 5 decades of lunchtime
theatre and looking to the future as we gear up for our 50th
season. And I couldn’t imagine a better play for this moment,
both for Lunchbox and for us all.

At its heart, this play is about love. Our first love as teenagers,
the love we build our adult lives around, the love that sustains
into our golden years, and the love of our friends that

accompany us on the journey through all stages of life. And love is inextricably linked with
grief. When you experience a great love, you open yourself to deep and profound grief. But
at the same time, love can also bring healing after loss.

Love, grief, friendship, aging—these are experiences we all share. And Martin Bellemare’s
script is so deeply relatable as we accompany Georges on his journey. I mean, who doesn’t
love a road trip buddy comedy? Especially one that is also a love story?

I began French immersion at elementary school in Lethbridge, and although I’m not
particularly fluent now, French language and culture have always been a part of my life.
Going to grad school for directing in Ottawa (in a program I took partially in French)
opened my eyes to the unique character of French-Canadian theatre. Before that time, I
hadn’t known the incredible richness of the French theatre scene in Canada, and I am so
grateful now to work on this play in translation. Jack Paterson has truly captured the
poetry, spirit and comedy of this piece while also rendering it clear and relatable for
anglophone audiences. Quel beau cadeau!

I’m so grateful to Martin and Jack for their generosity in letting us take Georges out for
another adventure. When asking Martin about something for our production, he expressed
confidence in our choices and shared that “Georges watches over the play.”

I’m also truly grateful to be working with such a terrific team on this piece. Of course, our
brilliant actor Duval Lang has not only contributed hugely to theatre in Calgary, but also
has shepherded Lunchbox through challenging times through his work on our board of
directors. But all the while, he hasn’t been seen on our stage since the days in Bow Valley
Square, and we are all so pleased to welcome him back.

And finally, thank you for joining us on this journey! These days, I think we can all benefit
from some love and healing, and I hope that spending some time with Georges and his
friends brings you the sense of life and hope that we’ve found working on this play.

Our 50th Season will be announced Monday June 10th at 12pm. We
can not wait to share this season of nostalgia with you along with the

celebration of 50 years of Lunchbox Theatre!



Playwright’s Notes

Translator’s Notes

Martin Bellemare

Jack Paterson

I’m very attached to this work. This is my first professional play. I
was then asked for a solo. As we rarely saw them on stage, I
wanted to give voice to an elderly person, thinking of a person I
cherish, and who watches over me.

First of all thank you so much Jack Paterson for translating this
work, and helping Georges complete his important trip, the kind of
trip that guides you to yourself. Bronwyn, thank you for taking the
wheel and driving all your team to this moment. Finally, thanks to
you, dear attendants, for being here, ready to make it happen.
Keep the road Georges.

Love.

Francophone playwrighting is a uniquely Canadian form. Born from
different circumstances and cultural needs, there is nothing quite
like it in Western English Language practice. The poetic, abstract
and expressionistic live side by side with gritty realism and the
mundane often becomes the fantastical.

It is no secret that elder artists face barriers to participating in the
performing arts due to our professional structures and the natural
process of ageing. A great joy of developing this translation was
bringing artists together across cultural, lingual, and physical
distances in an intergenerational creative conversation. It would

not have been possible without the generosity of playwright Martin Bellemare, insight of
translation dramaturg Johanna Nutter, and the input by remarkable senior artists Paul
Beckett, Jay Brazeau, Micheal Grinter, Allan Morgan, John Innes, and Charles Roe.

It’s rare for a Canadian work to resonate beyond initial production. I’m thrilled the
Lunchbox Theatre team has brought Georges to Calgary!

This translation was commissioned by Western Gold Theatre (Vancouver) and developed
by Bouche Theatre Collective (Vancouver). The English Language premiere of The
Ballad of Georges Boivin was produced by Western Gold Theatre (PAL Vancouver
Theatre, 2021) featuring Jay Brazeau and John Innes as Georges, directed by Jack
Paterson. We gratefully acknowledge the support of Canada Council for the Arts.

Come experience the best of older adult living
Book your tour at UnitedActiveLiving.com

Keep finding new Firsts
Claire
ART STUDIO REGULAR (first time at the wheel)



Bronwyn Steinberg .......................... Artistic Director

Skylar Desjardins ....................... Production Manager

Josh Bailey ............................................. Set Builder

Melanie Erickson ........... Marketing & Communications
Director

Patti Neice ....................................... Executive Director

May Lee Muzika ....................... Community Engagement
& Outreach Director

Rebbekah Ogden ............................... Graphic Designer

DeNeane Osmond ...................................... Set Painter

JOIN LUNCHBOX THEATRE’S BOARD OF DIRECTORS!

Lunchbox Theatre is seeking nominations for our Board of Directors. This is an
extremely rewarding volunteer opportunity. Lunchbox Theatre embraces an open hiring

and recruitment policy, committed to fostering diversity across age, gender, and
ethnicity. More info can be found here: www.lunchboxtheatre.com/our-team

Join us in shaping the future of Lunchbox Theatre and contributing to the vibrant arts
scene in Calgary!

LUNCHBOX STAFF

Lunchbox Theatre Board of Directors

Duval Lang ................................... Chair of the Board

Steven Rosendorff .................. Vice Chair of the Board

Ross Douglas ............................................ Treasurer

Liam Christie ............................................ Secretary

Maura Graham ............................................ Director

Daniel MacAulay ......................................... Director

Camille McCreath ........................................ Director

Rhonda Parhar ............................................ Director

Andy Pernal ................................................ Director

Fay Qian ..................................................... Director

Come experience the best of older adult living
Book your tour at UnitedActiveLiving.com

Keep finding new Firsts
Claire
ART STUDIO REGULAR (first time at the wheel)
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The Dark Lady
Brian Mills & Susan Tyrrell ................ Alixandra Cowman

Peter & Lorraine Moore ............... Rebecca Toon
Paula Neice ................ Luigi Riscaldino

With Bells On
Cheryl Cohen ............... Benjamin Toner

In Memory of Diana Ballard ............... Joel Schaefer
Anne Brown .............. Conrad Belau

Kisapmata
Camille McCreath ................... Isabella Pederson

The Ballad Of Georges Boivin
Liam & Mary Christie ................................... Duval Lang
Shirley Steinberg ................................... Beth Kates

We would like to offer our gratitude to our Adopt-An-Artist donors
and the artists who participate in this program.

If you are interested in what our Adopt-An-Artist program is about or are wanting
to adopt one of our available artists please reach out to Executive Director Patti
Neice at admin@lunchboxtheatre.com

https://villagebrewery.com
https://www.proartssociety.ca
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Duval has been very active in the dynamic growth of the Calgary and Alberta
theatre community for close to 50 years. He was a co-founder and Artistic
Director of Quest Theatre, a prominent Canadian theatre for young audience
company for 25 of those years.
In 2019 he co-founded Black Radish Theatre and starred in its inaugural
production of Waiting for Godot. He is now busy as a freelance actor and
director across the country. He has taught and mentored countless aspiring
theatre artists over the many years. He has served on National Boards
including the Professional Association of Canadian Theatres and ACTRA
National and continues to serve on Calgary Arts Boards. He is listed as one
of the 100 influential theatre builders/practitioners in the History of Theatre
in Alberta. Duval is also a recipient of the prestigious Harry and Martha
Cohen Award for significant and long-term contribution to theatre in Calgary.
He has toured Canada many times as well as the US, the UK and Australia
and has performed at the Olympic Arts Festival in Calgary in 1988 and
Vancouver in 2010. He has been awarded and nominated several times for
his acting and directorial work on stage in Calgary, Edmonton, Vancouver
and Whitehorse. He is delighted, (and a bit nervous, being all on his own) to
return to the Lunchbox stage. His last appearance was in Bow Valley Square
in a play titled Trance Canada, an apt phrase that is echoed in this
production. Like Georges, he is a firm believer that “The Future is Alive!”

Duval Lang - Georges Boivin

Anton is a set, light and sound designer based here in Calgary, and an
occasional instructor of all things scenography at the University of Calgary.
He has worked with Lunchbox since the Emerging Directors’ Program for the
2010-2011 season. For Lunchbox: Krapp’s Last Tape, Aviatrix, Peril in Paris,
Book Club, Countries Shaped Like Stars. Elsewhere: The Importance of
Being Earnest, A Christmas Carol 2023, Noises Off! (Theatre Calgary); Heist,
Misery, Clue (Vertigo); Struck, Giant (Ghost River); All’s Well That Ends
Well, Macbeth (Shakespeare Company); Chapter Two, Jersey Boys, A
Gentleman’s Guide to Love and Murder (Stage West). Up next: Midsummer
Night’s Dream with the Shakespeare Company, Hound of the Baskerville at
Theatre Northwest, and if you’re reading this before April 20th: catch
Frankenstein at Central Memorial High School.

Anton deGroot - Sound Designer

Martin Bellemare is a Canadian playwright. He has received several
distinctions for his work (Gratien-Gélinas Prize in 2009 for Le Chant de
Georges Boivin, Michel-Tremblay Prize in 2018 for Moule Robert, SACD Prize
for French-speaking dramaturgy in 2018 for Maître Karim la perdrix, Jeunes
Textes en Liberté selection in 2018 and the 2020 French theater Governor-
General Prize for Coeur Mineral, Finalist for the 2023 French theater
Governor-General Prize for the TYA pentalogy Charlie, du vent
derrière le nombril). He was a finalist for the 2020 Siminovitch Prize, which
rewards excellence and innovation in contemporary Canadian theater. His
work is published by Dramaturges Éditeurs (Canada), by DramÉdition
(Poland) and by Lansman (Belgium), and has been translated in many
languages.

Martin Bellemare - Playwright

Biographies



Ralamy is delighted to return to Lunchbox to play with these creative souls.
Recent design credits: The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde (Vertigo
Theatre); Teenage Dick (ATP); The Importance of Being Earnest (Theatre
Calgary); Fresh Hell (Fire Exit); Screwball Comedy, Elvis Has Left the
Building (Stagewest), The Importance of Being Earnest, Much Ado About
Nothing (CYPT); Santaland Diaries, Last Christmas (Lunchbox Theatre); Hair,
Sweet Charity (Brown Cow Collective); Annie, The Neverending Story
(Storybook Theatre); and Waiting for Godot (Black Radish Theatre). She has
a BFA in Drama, a Master’s degree in Anthropology and runs The Costume
Collective. Ralamy is deeply grateful to Hugh, Avalon and Aidan for their love
and support. She dedicates this work to the incredible humans who have
guided Lunchbox through its long history, most especially the one and
only, Bartley Bard.

Ralamy Kneeshaw - Costume Designer

Beth Kates is an award-winning, lighting, set, projection and mixed-reality
designer, as well as a ‘digital dramaturg’. Her work has been seen on stages
around the world for over 30 years. A leader in new forms of performance
creation with emerging digital tools, Beth co-created, Bury The Wren with
Neil Christensen. Re-telling the true story of politically fuelled massacre of
the Donnelly family in 1880, Bury The Wren is an immersive performance
that combines Augmented Reality, Virtual Reality, and ‘Carbon’ Reality/live
performance. Employing a similar approach, Beth and Dr. Karlee Fellner are
adapting Fellner’s doctoral dissertation into a performance: ᒪᐢᑭᐦᑮᐃᐧᐊᐧᐟ
maskihkîwiwat. This work began at the 2022 Banff Playwrights Lab. Beth’s
favourite production is her son, Aaron, who is often in the theatre (and VR)
with her.
www.playgroundstudios.ca

Beth Kates - Set & Lighting Designer

For Lunchbox Theatre: Life with Tulia/ Raising Stanley. Elsewhere: As You
Like It, Little Women, Million Dollar Quartet (Theatre Calgary); Sleuth,
Misery, Murder in the Studio (Vertigo); Newsies: the Musical (Storybook
Theatre). Michael would like to thank his partner, Skylar, for their support.

Michael Luong - Apprentice Stage Manager



Individuals must be 18 years of age or older to purchase tickets - Licence Number 654511

Lunchbox Theatre Raffle Only 1400 Tickets Printed
$10/Ticket

Grand Prize Draw

Sunday, May 5, 2024 at
2:30 pm in the Vertigo
Studio Theatre
1st prize

$550 Cash Prize

One Night stay at the
Marriott Downtown

$50 ONE18 Empire Gift
Card

$250 Centini Gift Card

$125 Skip the Dishes Gift
Card

2 Tickets to Vertigo
Theatre 2024/25 Season

2 Tickets to Alberta
Theatre Projects 2024/25
Season

$200 worth of South
African Wine

3rd Prize

$100 Cash Prize

2 Lunchbox Theatre
PlayPasses to our
2024/25 Season

4 tickets to Storybook
Theatre’s 2024/25
Season

$25 Tim Horton's Gift
Card

2nd Prize

$250 Cash Prize

$100 Cadillac Fairview
Gift Card

$100 Gift Card to
Starbucks

$100 Worth of SEND
Bars

4 tickets to Storybook
Theatre’s 2024/25
Season

2 Lunchbox Theatre
Play-Passes to our
Season 2024/25

TICKETS
available right
here inthe lobby

throughout the
season before
and after theshow



THESE AMAZING BUSINESSES AND HUMANS SUPPORTED
US, SO IF YOU CAN, SUPPORT THEM IN RETURN!

A HUGE THANK YOU TO ALL OF THEM!

Adrienne Furrie, Alberta Theatre Projects, Alberta Whisky Cake,
Anonymous (x5), Arts Commons, Banff Hospitality Collective, Ben Laird
Arts & Photo, Boogies Burgers, Butterfield Acres, Calgary Exhibition
and Stampede, Calgary Flames, Calgary Fringe Festival, Calgary
Philharmonic Orchestra, Calgary Woodworkers Guild, Carla Robbins,
Chinook Bowladrome, Cosmologie, Country Hills Mercedez Benz,
Cowboys Music Festival, Crave Cupcakes, David LeReaney, Decidedly
Jazz Danceworks, Declan O'Reilley, Duval Lang and Pamela Lang,
Dwayne Simms, EauClaire Distillery, Evelyn Grant Designs, FairPlay Pet
Supply, Fit Frog Adventures, Fit Kitchen, Foothills Creamery, Gladzy
Kei, GlobalFest, Gordon Pengilly, Grumans, Hyatt Hotels, Heritage Park,
Hilda Smith, House of Couchie, Incredible Flowers, Janice Wilson, Joe
Slabe, Joyce Brown, Judy Ueda, Jubilations, Kayla Brown, Lammle’s
Western Wear, Lazy Day Raft Rentals, Liam Christie, Lil Green Urban
Farm, Little Monkey Metal, Lori Dixon, Lunchbox Theatre, Masters
Gallery, McLeod Law, Mercato in Mission, Mike Williams, Monod Sports,
Minoru Ueda, Mt. Norquay, O’Hara Campbell Law Firm, Palliser Hotel
Calgary, PARK by Sidewalk Citizen, Pinetree Players, Primal Grounds
Cafe, Renee Gould Art, Revv52, RICKRACK, Righteous Gelato, River
Café, RnR Wellness, Robert Klein, Rosebud Theatre, Russell Moore, Salt
& Brick, Sarah Lamoureux, Scandia Honey Company, Sherry Wong/
Tong Ge, Shirley Davis, Sidewalk Citizen, Silk Road Spice Merchants,
Sovrnlife Properties, Spolumbos, Spruce Meadows, Stage West, Stash,
Storybook Theatre, Struktur Studio, Stumpcraft puzzles, Sunterra
Market, TELUS Spark, Theatre Calgary, The Yoga Lounge Canmore,

Tito’s Vodka, Village Brewery, Wild at Heart & Yoga Nova

Thank you to everyone who bid during our spring auction fundraiser.
Not only did we meet our goal but we exceeded it!

Thank You
For Helping Us Succeed!

Auction Fundraiser



Ashley is overjoyed to be back with Lunchbox Theatre! Past Lunchbox credits
include: Countries Shaped Like Stars, After Jerusalem, Dad Day One, Dad's
Piano, Dads in Bondage, He Said, She Said, If I Weren't With You. Other
credits include: The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, The
Extractionist, Murder on the Orient Express (Vertigo Theatre); Fiddler on the
Loose(Drayton Entertainment); Teenage Dick, In Wonderland (ATP); The
House of Bernarda Alba (Sage Theatre); Mamma Mia!, A Gentleman's Guide
to Love and Murder, Jersey Boys, Legally Blonde, Chicago, Spamalot (Stage
West). Much love to my family, for their unending support.

Ashley Rees - Stage Manager

Bronwyn is thrilled to get to direct this production of The Ballad of Georges
Boivin. Since coming to Lunchbox in 2020, she has directed Dark Lady,
Home for the Holidays, Raising Stanley / Life with Tulia and All I Want for
Christmas. She has also directed many new play development workshops as
part of the Lunchbox Stage One Festival of New Canadian Work and Stage
Two. Bronwyn approaches her work in theatre as a community builder; she’s
passionate about making theatre an inclusive gathering space where stories
are shared that celebrate the diversity of human experience. She is the
founding Artistic Director of Ottawa’s indie series TACTICS, and favourite
credits as a freelance director include The Importance of Being Earnest
(Theatre Calgary), The Drowning Girls and Bang Bang (Great Canadian
Theatre Company), The Revolutionists, Miss Shakespeare, and Desdemona:
a play about a handkerchief (Three Sisters Theatre) and Twelfth Night (A
Company of Fools). She is also currently developing two new Shakespeare
adaptations with collaborators, The Game of Cardenio and Mad Margaret.

Bronwyn Steinberg - Director

Biographies

Jack (he/him) is a Vancouver theatre maker, translator, and creative
producer whose practice has taken him across Canada, UK, EU, and Asia.
His work ranges from cross-cultural, multi-lingual, and multi-disciplinary
creations to new texts and translations.
Jack trained at Circle in the Square (NYC, USA), The University of Performing
Arts (Moscow, RU), Indonesian Institute of the Arts (Denpasar, ID) and
received his MFA from East 15 Acting School and University of Essex
(London, UK).
Recent projects include: The Creatus Project - Creative access for senior
artists (PAL Vancouver); New Translation Canada - connecting artists across
Canada’s lingual divides (Inter-Provincial); Variations in Light inspired by the
Ramayana (Sanggar Paripurna, ID); Palazzo del Mondo with Signdance
Collective (Farnese Palace, IT); Flausen+ International Catalyst (Tor6, DE).
www.JackPatersonTheatre.com

Jack Paterson - Translator



Photo Credit: Hannah Kerbes
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3023 16 Street SW Calgary | edwardliving.com

Scan or call to book a tour. 

403-265-3023

All-Inclusive Luxury
Independent Living

Experience boutique-style living, savour delicious five-star
meals, and relax with our helpful concierge and chauffeur
services.

Theatre Champion ($10,000.00 to
$24,999.99) Matco Financial Inc.

Brave Heart Foundation *Paula Elizabeth Neice

EFW Radiology Shirley Davis

Norrep Foundation *Shirley R Steinberg, PhD

Prairie Crocus Foundation Stikeman Elliot

The Wild Guys Partnership

Theatre Ambassador ($5,000.00 to
$9,999.99) United Active Living

C.A. Siebens

Theatre Collaborator ($500.00 to
$999.99)

Theatre Advocate ($1,000.00 to
$4,999.99) Anonymous (1)

Anonymous (3) Daniel G. MacAulay

Alex & Aliza Sarian Duval & Pam Lang

Amber Leeson & Chuck O'Connor Irene DeBoni

Andy Pernal & Val Blahut Johann Zietsman

*Anne J Brown Maura Graham

*Brian Mills and Susan Tyrrell Milbrant Science and Culture Fund At
Calgary Foundation

*Camille McCreath Sharon Heinrichs

*Cheryl Cohen Steven Rosendorff

Dale Lee Kwong

David Neice Theatre Supporter ($150.00 to
$499.99)

Enola & Ron Schmitz Anonymous

For Kevin Alane Smith

Harry & Martha Cohen Foundation Carla Bridgewater

In Memory of Diana Ballard Declan O'Reilly

Jane Perry Dwayne Sims

Judy Ueda Jan Brigden

*Mary & Liam Christie Jan Jbeili

Margaret MacDonald Jim Dinning

Mary Rozsa de Coquet Maria & Stephen Shaw

Become
A Donor
Today!

https://www.lunchboxtheatre.com/why-donate


*Patron donation includes the Adopt an Artist Program

Lunchbox Theatre truly values our
government supporters, corporate
partners and donors who contribute
to our many successes. Their
support enables us to create,
produce, educate and share
professional one-act theatre with
thousands each year.

Thank you to all of our anonymous
donors for their contribution and
support as well as ATB Cares or
Canada Helps!

3023 16 Street SW Calgary | edwardliving.com

Scan or call to book a tour. 

403-265-3023

All-Inclusive Luxury
Independent Living

Experience boutique-style living, savour delicious five-star
meals, and relax with our helpful concierge and chauffeur
services.

Marie Lychak Glenys Williams Pat White

Masters Gallery Gordon Pengilly Penny Willis

Mike Williams Greta Martin Rick Vocke

N Johnson and P Quaiattini Hal and Kathryn Kerbes Robert S. Klein

Outi McEachern Haysam Kadri Sandi Grassick

Sandy Batten Heather MacLellan Sandy Louise Bourlet

Sophie & David McGoey Ilona Carroll Shirley M. Jones

Susan MacAlister In Memory of Kevin Rothery Terry Gilbert

James Conley Thuy Thu Nguyen

Theatre Ally ($20.00 to
$149.99) Jan Clarson Verness Jespersen

Anonymous (3) Jane Braathen W Talbot

Angela Korzitzki Jennifer Jones William & Colleen Tobman

Anne Margaret Daniel Joanne Rivest

Barbara Mary Romain John Gulak In Memory Of

Bruce Wayne Mitchell Julia L. Hall *Diana Ballard

Carmen Berlin June Murray Grace Fraser

Carol M. Blades Kelly Smith Kevin Rothery

Carolyn Binney Larry Jarrett Richard F Shaw

Carolynne Inez Bouey Shank Leslie McCawley

Cecilia McKay Liz Scott

Christine Sheppard Margaret Peyto

Darlene Hewitt Marna Lynn Fenton

Don Ward Maureen Cook

Donna Beryl McDonald Maureen Thomas

Donna Rapp Michelle Hawke

Elaine Hattori Minoro Ueda

Eventbrite Donation Monica Curle

Gloria Filyk P Courtright



Thank You For Your Order by Jessica Moss
G_OAT Debate by Kodie Rollan

How Patty and Joanne Won High Gold At The Grand Christmas Cup
Winter Dance Competition by Trevor Schmidt

MediScenes by Arun Lakra
You Can’t Ignore The Rat by Cosmo Christofferson

Verbatim Theatre - Climate Breakdown by a Collective of Artists


