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ASSOCIATE ARTIST COMPANY

Madeline Blondal .......................................... Designer

Heidi Damayo .......................................... Dramaturge

Frances MacDonald .............................. Stage Manager

Maezy Reign ............................................... Playwright

Joy Robinson ................................................ Designer

Fangzheng Wang ........................................... Director

Allison Weninger ........................... Production Manager

Anton deGroot ........................... Production Manager

Melanie Erickson ................................ Marketing and
Communications Director

Patti Neice ..................................... General Manager

Bronwyn Steinberg .......................... Artistic Director

LUNCHBOX STAFF

CAST & CREATIVE

Meredith Johnson ................................ Stage Manager

Frances MacDonald .............. Apprentice Stage Manager

Amelia Newbert .................................... Scenic Builder

Valerie Planche .............................................. Director

Joy Robinson ...................................... Sound Designer

Lindsey Zess ........................... Costume & Set Designer

Garret Smith ...................................... Arthur Copper

Barbara Gates Wilson ........................ Maureen Poole

Madeline Blondal ........................... Lighting Designer

Ruby Eagle Child ............................................. Elder

Drew Hayden Taylor ................................ Playwright

MESSAGE FROM OUR ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Bronwyn Steinberg
Cottagers and Indians has been provoking both side-splitting
laughter and deep conversations all over Canada ever since its
premiere in Toronto a few years ago. I had the pleasure of
catching that original production when it was touring in Ottawa in
2019, and Arthur and Maureen have stayed with me since then.
With his signature humour and wit, Drew Hayden Taylor has
created two deeply relatable characters and put them into direct
conflict. This fight is not just about wild rice, but about our very
relationship to ourselves, each other, and the land. That’s a lot to
fit into a “food fight.”

Drew Hayden Taylor is an incredibly prolific Indigenous writer from
Curve Lake First Nation in Ontario. He frequently works out of Toronto, and he told me
that he likes to say he “lives in Curve Lake but has a cottage in Toronto.” He’s an award-
winning writer with over 30 plays, tons of books, articles, films, and the way he manages
to bridge the gap between cultures is always with comedy.

This story takes place in the Kawartha Lakes region, right on the land and waterways that
Drew grew up on. Clearly the true story of this controversy captured his imagination. In
fact, he’s also made a documentary with CBC of the same name, featuring the real local
people, including James Whetung and Larry Wood, whose conflict inspired this play. But I
love that in this theatricalized version of the story, we find our way into the story through
Arthur and Maureen’s dialogue. Somehow, through the magic of live theatre, these
fictional characters’ stories get to a place of “truth” that just resonates so deeply.

Although the story takes place in Ontario, it has clear parallels here in Alberta. I can’t
help but see how much Arthur has in common with Niitsitapi water-protectors, and our
Torontonian Cottager Maureen will be very recognizable to Calgarians who enjoy time at
the cabin. These conversations are happening all across Turtle Island—this land that we
call Canada.This story allows us a chance to see ourselves and our conflicts reflected
onstage in a way that opens up conversation thanks to Drew Hayden Taylor’s warmth,
humour and respect for the people at the heart of this issue.



Old Trout Puppet Workshop

LUNCHBOX BOARD

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

We at Lunchbox Theatre are grateful to live and create here in Mohkinstsis, and the Treaty
7 region of Alberta.

We acknowledge the traditional caretakers of these lands including the people of the
Blackfoot Confederacy, Tsuu t’ina, and Stoney Nakoda Nations, as well as the people of the

Metis Region of Alberta, Region 3.

THANK YOU

Duval Lang ................................... Chair of the Board

Steven Rosendorff .................. Vice Chair of the Board

Ross Douglas ............................................ Treasurer

Liam Christie ............................................ Secretary

Andy Pernal ................................................ Director

Camille McCreath ........................................ Director

Daniel MacAulay ............................................ Director

Fay Qian ........................................................ Director

Johann Zeitsman ........................................... Director

Maura Graham ............................................... Director

Rhonda Parhar .............................................. Director

Tiffany Thomas ............................................. Director

MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR

Valerie Planche
I always dreamed of spending summers at a cottage. My family
camped across Ontario and Quebec and those waters are in my
blood. Those memories are some of the happiest in my life.

My family also lived near two reservations Kanesatake and
Kahnawake, on the south shore of Montréal. I saw first-hand how
the Kanienʼkehá:ka (Mohawk) people struggle(d) to protect their
land as “progress” encroached.

Dealing with grief and loss can level the best of us, and if then we
are faced with something else in the middle of that grief,

something that threatens our sense of who we are and the land we hold deep in our bones,
well up go the stakes!

In Southern Alberta particularly we can’t grow manoomin (wild rice), but we face huge
issues with water conservation and management. As Canadians relearn and become aware
of our shared history with Indigenous people, some for the first time, we face some strong
realizations, disconcerting emotions, and wrestle with how we move forward.

So do our imperfect heroes Arthur and Maureen.

Based on true events, Cottagers and Indians raises some tough issues of food sovereignty,
colonization, assimilation, property ownership, racism, and privilege. Drew Hayden Taylor
tackles these issues by putting real people, on the land, to work it out together. We all
come back to the land.

I love this play’s deep humor and heart. Drew makes both sides of the discussion come
alive with wit and care. We laugh and feel for them both.

Thank you for coming to sit with Arthur and Maureen on the Kawartha Lakes deep in
Anishinaabeg territory, in cottage country, Ontario.

Maybe we’ll all laugh, maybe shed a tear together… and maybe, see each other differently
in the process.
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Meredith is a Calgary based stage manager. Previously for
Lunchbox: Brave Girl, Last Christmas, Woman Against Gravity
(Workshop) Miss Caledonia. Meredith has worked with the
likes of Alberta Theatre Projects, Bad Knaps Theatre, Black
Radish Theatre, Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra, Calgary
Young People’s Theatre, Handsome Alice Theatre, Heritage
Park, Making Treaty 7, Major Matt Mason Collective, One
Yellow Rabbit, Theatre Calgary, The Shakespeare Company,

Spontaneous Theatre/Arts Club Theatre, Quest Theatre, Vertigo Theatre and Verb
Theatre. Meredith would like to thank the team at Lunchbox for their patience and
thoughtful audacity.

Meredith Johnson - Stage Manager

Over the years Barbara has had the pleasure of appearing in
many Lunchbox Theatre productions including The Exquisite
Hour, Fritters In Kandahar, The Life History Of The Elephant.
Other theatre credits include Deathtrap, Blithe Spirit, and
Evelyn Strange (Vertigo Theatre); True Love Lies,Proof (ATP);
An Ideal Husband, Our Town, Dracula, Rough Crossing
(Theatre Calgary); A Farndale Christmas Carol, They Came
From Mars (Pleiades Theatre); Mover Over Mrs. Markham, Not

Now Darling (Stage West); I Love Mondays ( Ghost River Theatre); The Occulist’s
Holiday, Fever-Land, Cocktails At Pam’s (Teatro la Quindicina) . Film and TV credits
include Faultline, Fargo, Heartland, 19th Wife, September Dawn and Boot Camp.

Barbara Gates Wilson - Maureen Poole

Garret is a proud member of the Piikani and Kainai Nations of
the Blackfoot Confederacy in Southern Alberta. A graduate of
the Centre For Indigenous Theatre in 2013 and a Founder of
the "Mohkinstsis" healing camp, 2018, previously located in
downtown Calgary, Alberta. Currently Garret and his family
host Tipi Harvest workshops in the summer months that are
open to the general public.
Recent theatre credits include: O'kosi, Time Stands Still,
(Making Treaty 7: MT7 Cultural Society), Deceitful Above All
Things (Factory Theatre & Summerworks), Thunderstick
(Centre for Indigenous Theatre), Dreary and Izzy (Western

Canada Theatre), The Honouring (Kahawi Dance Theatre), and Stopheart (Factory
Theatre). Film/T.V. credits include: Tribal, (APTN), Canada The Story Of Us, (Canada
Heritage), The Cycle of Life, (Kahawi Dance), and Dreamkeepers, (Hallmark).

Garret Smith - Arthur Copper

Drew Hayden Taylor is an award winning playwright, novelist,
journalist and filmmaker. Born and living on the Curve Lake
First Nation in Ontario, Drew has done practically everything
from performing stand up comedy at the Kennedy Centre in
Washington D.C. to being Artistic Director of Canada's
premiere Indigenous theatre company, Native Earth
Performing Arts. Currently, Drew's 35th book will be out this
winter, and he is busy working on season three of his award
winning documentary series on APTN, Going Native.

Drew Hayden Taylor - Playwright

Madeline Blondal (she/her) is an emerging set, costume and
lighting designer. Producing art in fast paced and collaborative
settings, she seeks to explore theatre through her designs
that focus on blending functionality with architecture and its
effects on movement and mood. Recent design credits include
Smoke (Tiny Bear Jaws), Stone and Soil (Nextfest), Caribbean
Muskrat (Teatro Quindicina), Ministry of Mundane Mysteries:
Sound Off (Outside the March), Hireath (Bright Young
Things).

Madeline Blondal - Lighting Designer



Based in Calgary Alberta, Valerie is an award-winning Metis/Settler heritage
actor, director, arts educator, and voice and text coach with over 35 years’
experience on Stage and in Film and Television. Her work ranges from
classical to contemporary, to new play development, and has taken her
across Canada and into the US. She is a recurring sessional at many post-
secondary institutions across Alberta, has worked with the Birmingham
Conservatory for the Stratford Festival, and coaches privately for theatre
and film.
She completed her MFA in 2014 where she garnered a graduate teaching

award from the University of Alberta. In 2015 she was awarded The Gina Wilkinson Prize from
the Shaw Festival, The Michelle Dias Award from Theatre Alberta in 2018, and the Flare Creativity
Award from the Banff Centre for the Arts in 2019. She is a member of Canadian Actors Equity,
the Alliance of Canadian Cinema, Television and Radio Artists, the Association of Acting Coaches
and Educators, and the Canadian Guild of Stage Directors and Choreographers.
www.valerieplanche.com - Valerie Planche - IMDb

Valerie Planche - Director

Joy is a graduate of the Ambrose University theatre program and is a sound
designer, actor, musician, and singer/songwriter, having recently released
her original music into the world on all streaming platforms. She is thrilled
to be a member of the Artistic Associate Company at Lunchbox Theatre this
season, delving deeper into the craft of theatre and sound design. She
hopes today's story will leave you enriched. Recent design credits include
The Christians*, Sunny Side Up, Mary Jane, Communion (Fire Exit Theatre,
*Hit & Myth/Ambrose University). Other favourite credits include playing
Louise in Marion Bridge (Fire Exit Theatre), 6 seasons with the Badlands

Passion Play, and the many devised theatre projects she has collaborated on at Ambrose
University.
Follow all of Joy's creative endeavors: @KeyWordJoy on Instagram & YouTube and
@JoyRobinsonMusic on Facebook.

Joy Robinson - Sound Designer

Lindsey is a Métis director, designer, maker, and arts educator. She creates
for both film and theatre, specializing in scenography, directing, devised
performance, and physical theatre practices. Her design methodology places
a strong emphasis on the material, mythological and metaphysical. Recent
design credits include Bombay Black (ATP), The Canterville Ghost (CYPT),
John Ware Reimagined (The Blyth Festival), and Heaven (Lunchbox Theatre).

Lindsey Zess - Set & Costume Designer

Frances MacDonald is delighted to be working with Lunchbox Theatre!
Frances has had the pleasure of working in Calgary as a (non-union) Stage
Manager since 2019. Apprenticeship credits: Stone Soup & Festive
Favorites (Calgary Opera), Cipher (Vertigo Theatre). Stage Management
credits: Grace & Glorie, A Christmas Carol (Rosebud Theatre); Wandering
with Wonder (Storyfair Productions); Snowblind (Lunchbox Theatre &
Making Treaty 7), Matilda (Storybook Theatre). Assistant Stage
Management credits: O’kosi (Making Treaty 7); Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat (Rosebud Theatre).

Frances Macdonald - Apprentice Stage Manager

Lunchbox Theatre is a Member of the Professional Association of Canadian Theatres and engages,
under terms of the Canadian Theatre Agreement, professional artists who are members of
Canadian Actors’ Equity Association.
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Village

GATHERING PEOPLE 
AROUND THE ARTS 
ONE OR TWO BEERS 
AT A TIME. 

PROUD SPONSOR OF LUNCHBOX THEATRE 

VILLAGEBREWERY.COM  @VILLAGEBREWERY 

For more Information and to register:
Email Patti Neice at admin@lunchboxtheatre.com

• Meet and greet - 9 am in Pincher Creek

• Depart for harvest site

• Prayer and orientation

• Teachings and harvesting tipi poles

• Load poles and travel to BBQ site

• Potluck BBQ TIME!!!! Socialize and enjoy Castle Falls

A Day On The Land

Indigenous Gathering Place
Come and spend a day with the creative team on this show and the
Lunchbox staff and board members in the beautiful outdoors near
Pincher Creek.

Pole Harvesting for a Tipi!
Sunday, June 25, 2023

Itinerary

https://www.proartssociety.ca
https://villagebrewery.com
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Come experience United Active Living for yourself 
Book your tour at UnitedActiveLiving.com

Keep finding new Firsts
Liz
PART OF THE DRAMA CLUB (as of yesterday)

Thank you to our sponsors
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Lunchbox Theatre truly values our government supporters, corporate partners and donors
who contribute to our many successes. Their support enables us to create, produce,

educate and share professional one-act theatre with thousands each year.

Thank you to all of our anonymous donors for their contribution and support as well as
ATB Cares and Canada Helps!

Theatre Champion ($10,000.00 to
$24,999.99) Peter and Lorraine Moore

Braveheart Foundation Philip E. & Linda Carr

Prairie Crocus Foundation Ross D.S. Douglas

Sharon Heinrichs

Theatre Ambassador ($5,000.00 to
$9,999.99) Shirley R Steinberg, PhD

Clarice Siebens Stikeman Elliot

Norrep Foundation Tharrie & Johann Zietsman

Rozsa Foundation United Active Living

The Peters Family Foundation

Wild Guys Partnership Theatre Collaborator ($500.00 to
$999.99)

Anonymous

Theatre Advocate ($1,000.00 to
$4,999.99) Bill Duma

Anonymous (3) Bruce Horak

Anne J Brown Claudette Osterreicher

Brian Mills and Susan Tyrrell Judy Ueda

Cheryl Cohen Luba Todorovic

Colin & Margaret MacDonald S. MacAlister

Dale Lee Kwong Steven Rosendorff

David Neice Sue MacKenzie

Duval & Pam Lang

Edna & Stu Foundation for Fun Theatre Supporter ($150.00 to
$499.99)

Elizabeth Taylor Alan & Geri Moon

Fay Quian Andy Lockhart

Harry & Martha Cohen Foundation Declan O'Reilly

Keneeshaw Short Family Dwayne Sims

Mary & Liam Christie Erika Pochailo

Mary Ann Smith Heather MacLellan

Meg Farhall Irene Deboni

Paula Elizabeth Neice Janis Wilson

Become
A Donor
Today!



Come experience United Active Living for yourself 
Book your tour at UnitedActiveLiving.com

Keep finding new Firsts
Liz
PART OF THE DRAMA CLUB (as of yesterday)

Joyce Brown David M. Lathrop Malaika Palma

Kai Muenzeer David Taniguchi Marg & Jim Latimer

Maria & Stephen Shaw Dawn Bamlett Marilyn & Dale Potts

Marie Lychak Diane Barry Marilyn Jeanne Warne

Masters Gallery Diane Parker Marna Lynn Fenton

Minoro Ueda Donna Beryl McDonald Mary Ellen Gothard

Nadine Johnson Donna Marie Steffes Mary Shaw

Neal Halstead & Joe Slabe Eileen Weidman Maureen Cook

Patrick Brown Gail A. McLay Maureen Thomas

Robert S. Klein Glenys Williams Mike Williams

Sarah Lamoureux Gloria Filyk Nancy Brager

Sherana Productions Gordon Pengilly Nancy McKellar

Sophie & David McGoey Grant Tilly Nikki & Christopher Loach

Tim Ranson Greta Martin Outi McEachern

Ilona Carroll Roberta Robinson

Theatre Ally ($20.00 to
$149.99) Jan Brigden RRandSD

Anonymous (3) Jan Geggie Sandra Davenport

Angella Rose Stimson Jan Lee Lenz Sandy Bourlet

Anna Marinelli Jennifer Jones Shirley M. Jones

Anne N. Logan June Murray Susanne Arnold

Barb Bryant Karen Cork Verness Jespersen

Barbara Mary Romain Kathleen Brownlee William & Colleen Tobman

Bruce Wayne Mitchell Kennedy Greene

Carol M. Blades Larry Jarrett In Memory Of

Carolyn Binney Laura Jane McLeod Diana Ballard

Carol Mathers Lois Hinz Grace Fraser

Clare Vander Beek Lynn Ingram Richard F Shaw



Alberta Theatre Projects, Alberta Whisky Cake, Algi, Andy Lockhart, Anonymous (x2), Arts
Commons, Boogies Burgers, Brass Monacle, Butterfield Acres, Calgary Exhibition and

Stampede, Calgary Flames, Calgary Fringe Festival, Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra, Calgary
Woodworkers Guild, Caroline Russell-King, Chinook Bowladrome, Colour Cafe, Country Hills
Mercedez Benz, Cowboys Music Festival, Crave Cupcakes, David Farran, CEO of EauClaire
Distillery, David Hirschman, David LeReaney, Decidedly Jazz Danceworks, Declan O'Reilley,

Duval Lang and Pamela Lang, Dwayne Simms, Earls, FairPlay Pet Supply, Fit Kitchen,
Foothills Creamery, Gail Kennedy, GlobalFest, Gordon Pengilly, Grumans, Heritage Park,

Hilda Smith, Incredible Flowers, Issa Tea, Jan Jibeli, Jan Perry, Janice Wilson, Joe Slabe, Judy
Ueda, Jubilations, Lames Western Wear, Landmark, Lazy Day Raft Rentals, Liam Christie,
Lunchbox Theatre, Martha Romeo, Masters Gallery, Mike Williams, Monod Sports, Milt

Fischbein, Minoru Ueda, Mt. Norquay, Pages Bookstore, Palliser Hotel Calgary, Paula Neice,
Reve 52, Rick Voice, Righteous Gelato, River Café, Robert Klein, Rosebud Theatre, Ryan
Hoffman, Saltlik, Santa Claus, Sarah Lamoureux, Scandia Honey Company, Shirly Davis,

ShutterBEAN Photography, Sketch Arts, Sovrnlife Properties, Spolumbos, Spruce Meadows,
Stage West, Storybook Theatre, Strukur Studio, Stumpcraft puzzles, Susan Douglas, Sunterra
Market, The Calgary Flames Foundation, Theatre Calgary, TELUS Spark, Tim O'Hara, Under

the Bridge Fashion, Urban Pedal Tours, Village Brewery, Wilf Talbot & Yoga Nova

A HUGE THANK YOU TO OUR
DONORS AND SUPPORTERS OF OUR SPRING AUCTION
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Home For The Holidays
Brian Mills & Susan Tyrrell .................. Sepidar Yeganeh Farid
Linda & Philip Carr .............................................. Eric Wigston
Cheryl Cohen ................................................. Valerie Pearson
Peter & Lorraine Moore ........................................ Emily Dallas
Ross & Susan Douglas .................................. Cayley Wreggitt

Raising Stanley/Life With Tulia
Anonymous ........................................ Kim Kilpatrick & Ginger

Countries Shaped Like Stars
Liam Christie ................................................... Anna Dalgleish

Cottagers & Indians
Dale Lee Kwong ................................................ Garret Smith
Shirley R. Steinberg ...................................... Valerie Planche
Anne J. Brown ........................................... Meredith Johnson

We would like to offer our gratitude to our Adopt-An-Artist donors
and the artists who participate in this program.

If you are interested in what our Adopt-An-Artist program is about or are wanting
to adopt one of our available artists please reach out to General Manager Patti
Neice at admin@lunchboxtheatre.com

MAY 6 - JUNE 4
BOOK, MUSIC & LYRICS BY  JONATHAN CHRISTENSON

TICKETS AT VERTIGOTHEATRE.COM OR  403.221.3708

Tickets

start at 

$30
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Of New Canadian Work

My White Daddy by Rebbekah Ogden
Please Return to Empire Video by James Odin Wade

The 1988 Annual Badlands Birding Bash by Ellen Close

A Dress With Pockets by Kathryn Smith and Lara Schmitz
What Made You Think Of The Grass by Liam Salmon

Teen Prophet by Maezy Reign


